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AGRICULTUR AL AND WORK ING L ANDS CONSERVAT ION INCENT I VE S 
& TOOL S FOR THE VENTUR A COUNT Y AG S TR ATEGY

Incentives & Tools
Implements  
Strategies & 
Actions

Primary Purpose Status Type Means Valuation Administering Agency(s) Funding Source Case Studies, Resources, 
and Notes

Resiliency District Lead 
Strategy 3

To carry out long-range conservation planning 
and purchase voluntary easements or land as an 
investment strategy in Ventura County agriculture 
and to support landowners and their business 
operations.

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Organizational 
and funding 
structure

Sales tax 
measure and 
other funding 
as described 
below 

n/a Open Space District per California 
Public Resources Code 5500

Sales tax measure, 
property tax 
assessment, grants as 
listed in the tools and 
programs below.

Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation 
and Open Space District 
 
Santa Clara Valley Open 
Space Authority

CA Dept. Conservation 
Multibenefit Land 
Repurposing Program (MLRP)

Lead 
Strategy 1

Short-, mid-, or long-term incentive to repurpose 
irrigated lands to other non-irrigated uses. 
Incentives to keep certain lands in non-irrigated 
uses.

Applications for 
funding due in 
Spring 2023

Land Repurposing 
Voluntary 
Incentive

Direct payment

Requires a financial 
analysis to establish the 
necessary payments to 
incentivize landowners and 
growers to repurpose.

County/GSAs/RCDs/ 
Land Trusts

CA Department of 
Conservation

2022 Guidelines and 
Award Summaries

Williamson Act, Land 
Conservation  
Contract (LCA)

3C
Short-term avoidance/mitigation of incompatible 
development on farmland and incentivize 
commercial ag production

Active in 
Ventura County

Voluntary 
Incentive 
(temporary 
conservation)

Property tax 
reduction

Tax reduction on appraised 
ag value County County general fund

 Farmland Security Zone 
Area/LCA Contract  (FSZA/
LCA)

3C
Mid-term avoidance/mitigation of incompatible 
development on farmland and incentivize 
commercial ag production

Active in 
Ventura County

Voluntary 
Incentive 
(temporary 
conservation)

Property tax 
reduction

Tax reduction on appraised 
ag value County County general fund

Agricultural Conservation 
Easement (ACE) Program 3A

Permanent avoidance of incompatible development 
on farmland to support long-term viability of farming 
in agricultural areas. 

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Appraised market value 
less development value

County/Land Trust/Open Space 
District

County general fund, 
CA Department of 
Conservation, USDA

San Diego PACE

California Farmland 
Conservancy Program (CFCP) 

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
3A

Permanent avoidance of incompatible development 
on farmland to support long-term viability of farming 
in agricultural areas.

DoC program
Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Appraised market value 
less development value Land Trust CA Department of 

Conservation

Working Lands and Riparian 
Corridors Program

Lead 
Stratgey 1, 
1E

To restore or enhance riparian corridors on 
agricultural lands. Funding and/or expertise to 
integrate ecosystem projects and protections in 
agricultural operations.

DoC Program Project Grant Direct payment n/a CA Department of Conservation CA Department of 
Conservation

CDFA Healthy Soils Program
Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E, 3C

To promote the development of healthy soils on 
California’s farmlands and ranchlands. Technical 
assistance is provided free of cost to the HSP 
incentives Program applicants and grant awardees

CDFA Program Project Grant Direct payment Based on cost of eligible 
practices CDFA CDFA

https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Multibenefit-Land-Repurposing-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Multibenefit-Land-Repurposing-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Multibenefit-Land-Repurposing-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Documents/grant/2022 MLRP Project Summaries.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Documents/grant/2022 MLRP Project Summaries.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/advance/PACE.html
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/cfcp
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/cfcp
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Working-Lands-and-Riparian-Corridors-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Working-Lands-and-Riparian-Corridors-Program.aspx
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/


5

APPENDICES

AGRICULTUR AL AND WORK ING L ANDS CONSERVAT ION INCENT I VE S 
& TOOL S FOR THE VENTUR A COUNT Y AG S TR ATEGY

Incentives & Tools
Implements  
Strategies & 
Actions

Primary Purpose Status Type Means Valuation Administering Agency(s) Funding Source Case Studies, Resources, 
and Notes

Resiliency District Lead 
Strategy 3

To carry out long-range conservation planning 
and purchase voluntary easements or land as an 
investment strategy in Ventura County agriculture 
and to support landowners and their business 
operations.

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Organizational 
and funding 
structure

Sales tax 
measure and 
other funding 
as described 
below 

n/a Open Space District per California 
Public Resources Code 5500

Sales tax measure, 
property tax 
assessment, grants as 
listed in the tools and 
programs below.

Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation 
and Open Space District 
 
Santa Clara Valley Open 
Space Authority

CA Dept. Conservation 
Multibenefit Land 
Repurposing Program (MLRP)

Lead 
Strategy 1

Short-, mid-, or long-term incentive to repurpose 
irrigated lands to other non-irrigated uses. 
Incentives to keep certain lands in non-irrigated 
uses.

Applications for 
funding due in 
Spring 2023

Land Repurposing 
Voluntary 
Incentive

Direct payment

Requires a financial 
analysis to establish the 
necessary payments to 
incentivize landowners and 
growers to repurpose.

County/GSAs/RCDs/ 
Land Trusts

CA Department of 
Conservation

2022 Guidelines and 
Award Summaries

Williamson Act, Land 
Conservation  
Contract (LCA)

3C
Short-term avoidance/mitigation of incompatible 
development on farmland and incentivize 
commercial ag production

Active in 
Ventura County

Voluntary 
Incentive 
(temporary 
conservation)

Property tax 
reduction

Tax reduction on appraised 
ag value County County general fund

 Farmland Security Zone 
Area/LCA Contract  (FSZA/
LCA)

3C
Mid-term avoidance/mitigation of incompatible 
development on farmland and incentivize 
commercial ag production

Active in 
Ventura County

Voluntary 
Incentive 
(temporary 
conservation)

Property tax 
reduction

Tax reduction on appraised 
ag value County County general fund

Agricultural Conservation 
Easement (ACE) Program 3A

Permanent avoidance of incompatible development 
on farmland to support long-term viability of farming 
in agricultural areas. 

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Appraised market value 
less development value

County/Land Trust/Open Space 
District

County general fund, 
CA Department of 
Conservation, USDA

San Diego PACE

California Farmland 
Conservancy Program (CFCP) 

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
3A

Permanent avoidance of incompatible development 
on farmland to support long-term viability of farming 
in agricultural areas.

DoC program
Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Appraised market value 
less development value Land Trust CA Department of 

Conservation

Working Lands and Riparian 
Corridors Program

Lead 
Stratgey 1, 
1E

To restore or enhance riparian corridors on 
agricultural lands. Funding and/or expertise to 
integrate ecosystem projects and protections in 
agricultural operations.

DoC Program Project Grant Direct payment n/a CA Department of Conservation CA Department of 
Conservation

CDFA Healthy Soils Program
Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E, 3C

To promote the development of healthy soils on 
California’s farmlands and ranchlands. Technical 
assistance is provided free of cost to the HSP 
incentives Program applicants and grant awardees

CDFA Program Project Grant Direct payment Based on cost of eligible 
practices CDFA CDFA

https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Multibenefit-Land-Repurposing-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Multibenefit-Land-Repurposing-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Multibenefit-Land-Repurposing-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Documents/grant/2022 MLRP Project Summaries.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Documents/grant/2022 MLRP Project Summaries.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/advance/PACE.html
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/cfcp
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/cfcp
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Working-Lands-and-Riparian-Corridors-Program.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/Pages/Working-Lands-and-Riparian-Corridors-Program.aspx
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/
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Incentives & Tools
Implements  
Strategies & 
Actions

Primary Purpose Status Type Means Valuation Administering Agency(s) Funding Source Case Studies, Resources, 
and Notes

CDFA State Water Efficiency & 
Enhancement Program

Lead 
Stratgey 1, 
1C, 1E, 3C

To provide financial assistance to implement 
irrigation systems that reduce greenhouse gases 
and save water on California agricultural operations.

CDFA Program Project Grant Direct payment Based on cost of eligible 
practices CDFA CDFA

CDFA Conservation 
Agriculture Planning Grants 
Program

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E

To fund the development of plans that will 
help farmers and ranchers identify actions for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, further 
environmental stewardship on farms and ranches 
and ensure agricultural food security into the future.

CDFA Program Program Grant Grant Program needs

Tribes, technical service 
providers registered NRCS, 
professional certified crop 
advisors, pest control advisors, 
rangeland managers, non-
profit organizations, RCDs, 
CA Universities, agricultural 
cooperatives, GSAs, and farmers 
and ranchers in collaboration with 
a qualified planner

CDFA
Grants can be at the farm 
or ranch level or at the 
agency planning level.

NRCS Agricultural 
Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) 

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
3A, 3C

To protect croplands and grasslands on working 
farms and ranches by limiting non-agricultural uses 
of the land through conservation easements.

NRCS program
Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Appraised market value 
less development value Land Trust NRCS Farmland Information 

Center ACEP-ALE Toolkit

NRCS Agricultural Lands 
Easements

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
3A, 3C

To protects the long-term viability of the 
nation’s food supply by preventing conversion 
of productive working lands to non-agricultural 
uses, a component of the ACEP. Land protected by 
agricultural land easements provides additional 
public benefits, including environmental quality, 
historic preservation, wildlife habitat and protection 
of open space.

NRCS program
Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Up to 50 percent of the 
fair market value of the 
agricultural land easement

Land Trust NRCS

NRCS Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E

To develop a conservation plan that outlines 
conservation practices and activities to help solve 
on-farm resource issues. Funding available every 
Farm Bill cycle. 

NRCS program
Direct Payment 
(natural resource 
conservation)

Direct 
payments

Based on implementation 
costs Local NRCS office

NRCS Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

NRCS Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP)

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E

To build on existing conservation efforts or 
implement new practices and maintain and work 
toward meeting land management and stewardship 
goals. The farmer measures progress toward 
those goals and is provided a payment for meeting 
them. CSP contracts are for five years, with the 
opportunity to compete for a contract renewal if 
the farmer successfully fulfills the initial contract 
and agrees to achieve additional conservation 
objectives. 

NRCS program
Direct Payment 
(natural resource 
conservation)

Direct 
payments

Based on implementation 
outcomes Local NRCS office

NRCS Conservation 
Stewardship Program 
(CSP)

Option to Purchase at 
Agricultural Value (OPAV)

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
2F

To increase access to land ownership by restricting 
the sale of land to only farmers, and restricts the 
sale price to agricultural value (versus the higher fair 
market value). OPAVs are used with or can even be 
part of a conservation easement.

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Purchase of 
the right to sell 
at fair market 
value

Appraised market value 
less agricultural value Land Trust/Government Entity Grants

Vermont Option to 
Purchase at Agricultural 
Value (OPAV) Program
Land for Good
Center for Agriculture and 
Food System

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program/california/agricultural
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program/california/agricultural
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program/california/agricultural
https://farmlandinfo.org/acep-ale-toolkit/
https://farmlandinfo.org/acep-ale-toolkit/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ale-agricultural-land-easements
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ale-agricultural-land-easements
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
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Incentives & Tools
Implements  
Strategies & 
Actions

Primary Purpose Status Type Means Valuation Administering Agency(s) Funding Source Case Studies, Resources, 
and Notes

CDFA State Water Efficiency & 
Enhancement Program

Lead 
Stratgey 1, 
1C, 1E, 3C

To provide financial assistance to implement 
irrigation systems that reduce greenhouse gases 
and save water on California agricultural operations.

CDFA Program Project Grant Direct payment Based on cost of eligible 
practices CDFA CDFA

CDFA Conservation 
Agriculture Planning Grants 
Program

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E

To fund the development of plans that will 
help farmers and ranchers identify actions for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, further 
environmental stewardship on farms and ranches 
and ensure agricultural food security into the future.

CDFA Program Program Grant Grant Program needs

Tribes, technical service 
providers registered NRCS, 
professional certified crop 
advisors, pest control advisors, 
rangeland managers, non-
profit organizations, RCDs, 
CA Universities, agricultural 
cooperatives, GSAs, and farmers 
and ranchers in collaboration with 
a qualified planner

CDFA
Grants can be at the farm 
or ranch level or at the 
agency planning level.

NRCS Agricultural 
Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) 

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
3A, 3C

To protect croplands and grasslands on working 
farms and ranches by limiting non-agricultural uses 
of the land through conservation easements.

NRCS program
Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Appraised market value 
less development value Land Trust NRCS Farmland Information 

Center ACEP-ALE Toolkit

NRCS Agricultural Lands 
Easements

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
3A, 3C

To protects the long-term viability of the 
nation’s food supply by preventing conversion 
of productive working lands to non-agricultural 
uses, a component of the ACEP. Land protected by 
agricultural land easements provides additional 
public benefits, including environmental quality, 
historic preservation, wildlife habitat and protection 
of open space.

NRCS program
Voluntary 
Incentive 
(permanent 
conservation)

Purchase of 
development 
rights

Up to 50 percent of the 
fair market value of the 
agricultural land easement

Land Trust NRCS

NRCS Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E

To develop a conservation plan that outlines 
conservation practices and activities to help solve 
on-farm resource issues. Funding available every 
Farm Bill cycle. 

NRCS program
Direct Payment 
(natural resource 
conservation)

Direct 
payments

Based on implementation 
costs Local NRCS office

NRCS Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

NRCS Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP)

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E

To build on existing conservation efforts or 
implement new practices and maintain and work 
toward meeting land management and stewardship 
goals. The farmer measures progress toward 
those goals and is provided a payment for meeting 
them. CSP contracts are for five years, with the 
opportunity to compete for a contract renewal if 
the farmer successfully fulfills the initial contract 
and agrees to achieve additional conservation 
objectives. 

NRCS program
Direct Payment 
(natural resource 
conservation)

Direct 
payments

Based on implementation 
outcomes Local NRCS office

NRCS Conservation 
Stewardship Program 
(CSP)

Option to Purchase at 
Agricultural Value (OPAV)

Lead 
Strategy 3, 
2F

To increase access to land ownership by restricting 
the sale of land to only farmers, and restricts the 
sale price to agricultural value (versus the higher fair 
market value). OPAVs are used with or can even be 
part of a conservation easement.

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Purchase of 
the right to sell 
at fair market 
value

Appraised market value 
less agricultural value Land Trust/Government Entity Grants

Vermont Option to 
Purchase at Agricultural 
Value (OPAV) Program
Land for Good
Center for Agriculture and 
Food System

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program/california/agricultural
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program/california/agricultural
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program/california/agricultural
https://farmlandinfo.org/acep-ale-toolkit/
https://farmlandinfo.org/acep-ale-toolkit/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ale-agricultural-land-easements
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ale-agricultural-land-easements
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
https://vhcb.org/sites/default/files/policy/conservation/OPAV-3-2021.pdf
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Incentives & Tools
Implements  
Strategies & 
Actions

Primary Purpose Status Type Means Valuation Administering Agency(s) Funding Source Case Studies, Resources, 
and Notes

Buy-Protect-Sell
Lead 
Strategy 3, 
2F

When a farm or ranch is likely to be sold for 
development, a land trust or public agency works 
with partners to place an easement on the property 
and then sells the protected property to a farmer or 
rancher at its agricultural value. 

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Direct 
payment/
Purchase of 
Development 
Right

Market value-Conservation 
Easement Value-Market 
Value less CE Value

Land Trust

Sales tax measure; 
mitigation bank; general 
fund; SALC Easement 
Program and other 
grants (conservation 
easements acquired 
as part of a project 
mitigation measure are 
not eligible for SALC 
funding)

Farmland Information 
Center

Agriculture Resiliency 
Incentive

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E, 3C

Funding to assist farmers and ranchers invest 
in practices for improving soil health and pulling 
carbon out of the atmosphere. 

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Project Grant Direct payment Reverse auction based on 
cost to carbon ratio County/Local Agency County general fund; 

grants

Santa Clara County, 
Agricultural Resilience 
Incentive (ARI) Grant 
Program

TDR/”Credits” Program 3D Incentivize avoidance of development allowed in 
rural areas and promote greater infill urban areas

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Inter-
jurisdiction 
program

1:1 (or higher) potential 
development rights County/Cities/LAFCO Developers

Mitigation 3A

Require mitigation for impacts to farmland and 
provide funding for farmland conservation. Require 
discretionary projects resulting in direct/indirect 
loss of important farmland to establish offsite ag 
conservation easements.

General Plan 
Implementation 
Measure AG-O

Mandatory Policy Development 
applications 

1:1 (or higher) potential 
development rights County/Cities/LAFCO Developers

Water Market 1A
To cap total pumping within one or more basins, 
allocating proportions of the total to individual users 
and allows users to buy and sell groundwater under 
the total cap.

Fox Canyon only Cap and Trade 
Market for Water

Voluntary 
trading

Blind matching algorithm to 
minimize strategic bidding GSA NRCS Conservation 

Innovation Grant Fox Canyon Water Market

Net Recharge Metering 1B

To to improve the quantity and quality of water 
resources, assist stakeholders in meeting demand, 
and to help maintain sustainable and secure water 
supplies. The program offsets some of the on-
the-ground costs associated with operation and 
maintenance of “distributed stormwater collection 
- managed aquifer recharge” projects.

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Rebates for 
projects

Based on annual 
performance of outcomes GSA Federal, state, and 

private funders
Pajaro Valley Recharge Net 
Metering Program

Development Standards to 
Streamline Ag Supportive 
Uses

3G To allow farmers to better utilize their land for 
agricultural operations

No current 
policy - Assess 
for Ventura

Mandatory Policy Zoning 
Ordinance n/a County n/a

Acronyms:
NRCS - Natural Resource Conservation Services, a program of the US Department of Agriculture.  
In Ventura, NRCS Oxnard Field Office.
CDFA - California Department of Food and Agriculture
RCD - Resource Conservation District
GSA - Groundwater Sustainability Agency

https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://calag.ucanr.edu/archive/?type=pdf&article=ca.2021a0010
https://www.rcdsantacruz.org/images/docs/ReNeM-Program_Description-FAQ.pdf
https://www.rcdsantacruz.org/images/docs/ReNeM-Program_Description-FAQ.pdf
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APPENDICES

Incentives & Tools
Implements  
Strategies & 
Actions

Primary Purpose Status Type Means Valuation Administering Agency(s) Funding Source Case Studies, Resources, 
and Notes

Buy-Protect-Sell
Lead 
Strategy 3, 
2F

When a farm or ranch is likely to be sold for 
development, a land trust or public agency works 
with partners to place an easement on the property 
and then sells the protected property to a farmer or 
rancher at its agricultural value. 

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Direct 
payment/
Purchase of 
Development 
Right

Market value-Conservation 
Easement Value-Market 
Value less CE Value

Land Trust

Sales tax measure; 
mitigation bank; general 
fund; SALC Easement 
Program and other 
grants (conservation 
easements acquired 
as part of a project 
mitigation measure are 
not eligible for SALC 
funding)

Farmland Information 
Center

Agriculture Resiliency 
Incentive

Lead 
Strategy 1, 
1C, 1E, 3C

Funding to assist farmers and ranchers invest 
in practices for improving soil health and pulling 
carbon out of the atmosphere. 

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Project Grant Direct payment Reverse auction based on 
cost to carbon ratio County/Local Agency County general fund; 

grants

Santa Clara County, 
Agricultural Resilience 
Incentive (ARI) Grant 
Program

TDR/”Credits” Program 3D Incentivize avoidance of development allowed in 
rural areas and promote greater infill urban areas

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Inter-
jurisdiction 
program

1:1 (or higher) potential 
development rights County/Cities/LAFCO Developers

Mitigation 3A

Require mitigation for impacts to farmland and 
provide funding for farmland conservation. Require 
discretionary projects resulting in direct/indirect 
loss of important farmland to establish offsite ag 
conservation easements.

General Plan 
Implementation 
Measure AG-O

Mandatory Policy Development 
applications 

1:1 (or higher) potential 
development rights County/Cities/LAFCO Developers

Water Market 1A
To cap total pumping within one or more basins, 
allocating proportions of the total to individual users 
and allows users to buy and sell groundwater under 
the total cap.

Fox Canyon only Cap and Trade 
Market for Water

Voluntary 
trading

Blind matching algorithm to 
minimize strategic bidding GSA NRCS Conservation 

Innovation Grant Fox Canyon Water Market

Net Recharge Metering 1B

To to improve the quantity and quality of water 
resources, assist stakeholders in meeting demand, 
and to help maintain sustainable and secure water 
supplies. The program offsets some of the on-
the-ground costs associated with operation and 
maintenance of “distributed stormwater collection 
- managed aquifer recharge” projects.

No current 
program - 
Assess for 
Ventura

Voluntary 
Incentive

Rebates for 
projects

Based on annual 
performance of outcomes GSA Federal, state, and 

private funders
Pajaro Valley Recharge Net 
Metering Program

Development Standards to 
Streamline Ag Supportive 
Uses

3G To allow farmers to better utilize their land for 
agricultural operations

No current 
policy - Assess 
for Ventura

Mandatory Policy Zoning 
Ordinance n/a County n/a

Acronyms:
NRCS - Natural Resource Conservation Services, a program of the US Department of Agriculture.  
In Ventura, NRCS Oxnard Field Office.
CDFA - California Department of Food and Agriculture
RCD - Resource Conservation District
GSA - Groundwater Sustainability Agency

https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://plandev.sccgov.org/policies-programs/agricultural-resilience-incentive-ari-grant-program
https://calag.ucanr.edu/archive/?type=pdf&article=ca.2021a0010
https://www.rcdsantacruz.org/images/docs/ReNeM-Program_Description-FAQ.pdf
https://www.rcdsantacruz.org/images/docs/ReNeM-Program_Description-FAQ.pdf
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https://support.implan.com/hc/en-us/articles/360025854654-ICA-Introduction-to-Industry-Contribution-Analysis


























https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/Pages/Important-Farmland-Categories.aspx
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https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d863409b007d4f6589975103da32df3e/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d863409b007d4f6589975103da32df3e/
https://databasin.org/




https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d863409b007d4f6589975103da32df3e/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/


https://consbio.org/products/tools/environmental-evaluation-modeling-system-eems
https://eemsonline.org/




https://cal-adapt.org/tools
https://cal-adapt.org/tools




https://cal-adapt.org/tools/annual-averages


http://climate.calcommons.org/bcm




















http://eemsonline.org/?model=KpO9cGlrYRq2UymflfEpppuYDjbnbvY0
http://eemsonline.org/?model=PgOuXeHYC05EqN7FV6sK6jIZqaifhpNF
http://eemsonline.org/?model=8z39B5B0rtE7txKIlAX5Hdu1LTfXFjiw












































https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/agriculture/Informational%20Guide%20for%20Agricultural%20Development%209.29.2017.pdf
https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/assets/agriculture/Informational%20Guide%20for%20Agricultural%20Development%209.29.2017.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Bulletin-118/Critically-Overdrafted-Basins
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Bulletin-118/Critically-Overdrafted-Basins
https://doi.org/10.5066/F76T0JPB
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-09707-7


https://gis.cnra.ca.gov/arcgis/rest/services/Ocean/CSMW_Potential_Sea_Level_Rise_Impacts/MapServer
https://gis.cnra.ca.gov/arcgis/rest/services/Ocean/CSMW_Potential_Sea_Level_Rise_Impacts/MapServer




https://databasin.org/datasets/fbbc0115307748bab3887dcfc81e1aa5/
https://databasin.org/datasets/fbbc0115307748bab3887dcfc81e1aa5/
https://databasin.org/datasets/b03819ca45bc46aa912966bb062763ee/
https://databasin.org/datasets/b03819ca45bc46aa912966bb062763ee/
https://databasin.org/datasets/0da515cfc4ba45d3bf28cbb719579b73/
https://databasin.org/datasets/0da515cfc4ba45d3bf28cbb719579b73/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/53da679f24c74ebda2a7da9a0523649d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/53da679f24c74ebda2a7da9a0523649d/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/e78399212a504fd68cd97a4db5ae2b87/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/e78399212a504fd68cd97a4db5ae2b87/






https://databasin.org/datasets/366fb887144645a7afbf78b3b5d23b43/
https://databasin.org/datasets/366fb887144645a7afbf78b3b5d23b43/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/6d6d9455c67e45ac8ad0cf0908d2dfa5/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/6d6d9455c67e45ac8ad0cf0908d2dfa5/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/845fd4647aac445c932fd6fd68b52706/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/845fd4647aac445c932fd6fd68b52706/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/122f9ea555e844fc9e2621e7db743275/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/122f9ea555e844fc9e2621e7db743275/


https://databasin.org/datasets/3e212f5ef628492bb6d3b75b86c8a72c/
https://databasin.org/datasets/3e212f5ef628492bb6d3b75b86c8a72c/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/1192840cde924382bc5c3767eea2883d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/1192840cde924382bc5c3767eea2883d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/05e3fc06574c434aa76faf6ec17604f1/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/05e3fc06574c434aa76faf6ec17604f1/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d863409b007d4f6589975103da32df3e/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d863409b007d4f6589975103da32df3e/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d863409b007d4f6589975103da32df3e/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/98c85098e9044b9baecfb47e70fe188d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/98c85098e9044b9baecfb47e70fe188d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/7f2062e260934826aa6b184d0c1a8e65/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/7f2062e260934826aa6b184d0c1a8e65/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d56f4af887b247db933ce85349b736c5/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d56f4af887b247db933ce85349b736c5/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/54c065848eea4234a9baa4e062e3420f/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/54c065848eea4234a9baa4e062e3420f/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/f158d3770f004959a6ce4b415b71dda9/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/f158d3770f004959a6ce4b415b71dda9/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/caf36f97ba4142b6a3a5096c63a284d0/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/caf36f97ba4142b6a3a5096c63a284d0/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/7f2062e260934826aa6b184d0c1a8e65/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/7f2062e260934826aa6b184d0c1a8e65/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/543892510d8142d296f4a35deeffeffb/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/543892510d8142d296f4a35deeffeffb/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/2a11d8cc62da475e81a14b6a0ff2c590/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/2a11d8cc62da475e81a14b6a0ff2c590/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/f272f4cc398d4d5b8f31730836cae44e/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/f272f4cc398d4d5b8f31730836cae44e/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/a8236b3779ca47c894d007f56fbc1960/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/a8236b3779ca47c894d007f56fbc1960/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/e0c322a8b656460ebef181927ceb1bca/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/e0c322a8b656460ebef181927ceb1bca/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/0eaade36e2264c0980c5609e95a8b594/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/0eaade36e2264c0980c5609e95a8b594/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/1f2656ae0e244a45bf445eae65a8f403/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/1f2656ae0e244a45bf445eae65a8f403/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/93e3be09867d4ce6a7829065ee8154b9/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/93e3be09867d4ce6a7829065ee8154b9/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d090d65bbf634779b2e8ed2d8345b645/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d090d65bbf634779b2e8ed2d8345b645/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/9755da0fd48d4e86af0ab79331b64561/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/9755da0fd48d4e86af0ab79331b64561/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/f92b336471dd43d6bdf3343c7721a94f/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/f92b336471dd43d6bdf3343c7721a94f/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/b5da3bd8ebc340ef9ff9b06a182ca51d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/b5da3bd8ebc340ef9ff9b06a182ca51d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/8736bc06a3494ec2930ea0f2cf9e4b6d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/8736bc06a3494ec2930ea0f2cf9e4b6d/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d9a3708a37d745f29fef8cef4163f2d8/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/d9a3708a37d745f29fef8cef4163f2d8/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/e0c74a7b2d354ae9961c5a688e2f258f/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/e0c74a7b2d354ae9961c5a688e2f258f/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/55dd6fe18717453ba5c1526993eea544/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/55dd6fe18717453ba5c1526993eea544/


https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/437626399eb147c5816aef77438550f9/
https://vcsalc.databasin.org/datasets/437626399eb147c5816aef77438550f9/
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https://venturacountyfarmday.com/map/












https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/plan
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10/015A/00330
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10/015A/00330
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/resources/vermont-agriculture-and-food-system-strategic-plan-2021-2030
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/data-outcomes
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/events/2022-vermont-community-leadership-summit
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/activities-jobs#events


https://cofoodsystems.org/
https://cofoodsystems.org/council/
https://cofoodsystems.org/council/
https://cofoodsystems.org/mapping/
https://cofoodsystems.org/blueprint/
https://cofoodsystems.org/mapping/
https://foodsystems.colostate.edu/research-impacts/colorado-blueprint/public-attitudes-survey/
https://foodsystems.colostate.edu/research-impacts/colorado-blueprint/public-attitudes-survey/
https://foodsystems.colostate.edu/events/foodsummit2022/
https://cofoodsystems.org/
https://www.sacog.org/rural-urban-connections-strategy
https://www.sacog.org/about-sacog
https://www.sacog.org/about-sacog
https://www.sacog.org/2024-blueprint-mtpscs
https://www.sacog.org/about-sacog
https://www.sacog.org/coordinated-rural-opportunities-plan-crop
https://www.sacog.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rucs_booklet_0.pdf


https://sacog.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=159fd0b2675b408fa464fce71edc3882
https://www.sacog.org/rural-urban-connections-strategy
https://www.sacog.org/post/food-system-multipliers
https://www.sacog.org/post/food-system-multipliers
https://www.sacog.org/post/food-and-agriculture-cluster-and-workforce-needs-assessment
https://www.sacog.org/coordinated-rural-opportunities-plan-crop
https://www.sacog.org/post/agriculture-habitat
https://www.sacog.org/post/agriculture-habitat
https://foodsolutionsne.org/
https://www.farmtoinstitution.org/about
https://tfpc.to/
https://www.sagecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Bay-Area-Food-Futures-Roadmap-report_Aug-2019_low-res.pdf
https://www.farmtrails.org/
https://100plusjobs.org/
https://stgenpln.blob.core.windows.net/document/SCV_ActionPlan.pdf






https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wg6EvqrsXvsHXAdgmTzPlLVswkkmgd6q
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o Facilitate coordination with non-profit organizations, such as SEEAG, and 

collaboration with formal education programs 

o Track and help support school garden demonstration sites 

o Develop and foster arts programs and activities that are related to agriculture 

activities, landscapes, and traditions 

 

Goal 4. Facilitate young people’s exploration and pursuit of diverse careers related to a 

dynamic, vital, sustainable agriculture with an emphasis on career opportunities within Ventura 

County 

Objective 4.1 Develop more high school classes offered by Community Colleges in 

coordination with new Internships and practical job training opportunities 

Objective 4.2 Develop new work-based learning programs in partnership with employers 

Objective 4.3 Provide engaging information that prompts students to become informed 

about and explore these careers (could be modeled on the www.100plusjobs.org 

Objective 4.4 Provide career training for ag workforce (at all levels) in the County 

Rural-Urban Connections Program - Metrics of Success 

High level/initial 

 Buy-in from, and ongoing engagement of, all existing ag education and awareness 

programs in the County 

 Championed/supported by UCANR and other UCCE County Offices, as a pilot 

 Development of a detailed strategic action plan 

 Program funding to get started, including funds for some orgs participating in the 

Advisory Council 

 

Ongoing 

 More funding (and less competition for funding) for existing ag education and 

awareness programs 

 School kids’ ag literacy levels, including knowledge of VC agriculture 

 More students feeling positive about ag and ag careers 

 Buy in from the school district administrators and from the Ventura County Office of 

Education around farm-to-school programs 

 Levels of public engagement and public knowledge, including expansion of audiences 

 Ag education students remaining in the County for their education and returning for 

careers 

http://www.100plusjobs.org/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wg6EvqrsXvsHXAdgmTzPlLVswkkmgd6q




http://www.100plusjobs.org










https://civicalliance.org/about-vcca/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KUkwXcNNqNrHHRzqSfokkQhDITkouqwC
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KUkwXcNNqNrHHRzqSfokkQhDITkouqwC
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XYJqlYcmcftpp0zJuAyDkpo0enjprw47/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PJtwMUN0pRNguTJr2imHI_bnteUJW3Qb/edit#gid=668578467




https://civicalliance.org/about-vcca/
mailto:amschilder@ucanr.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFkHxHS_w-FxdW0aZZcxmFCeZEk6Kg1anUkAF3FeZRg/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XYJqlYcmcftpp0zJuAyDkpo0enjprw47/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PJtwMUN0pRNguTJr2imHI_bnteUJW3Qb/edit#gid=668578467






https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sFkHxHS_w-FxdW0aZZcxmFCeZEk6Kg1anUkAF3FeZRg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lYrnG3qwx89BcYEeCItrUhlgTgqr4SxVnEaYlxc5vkw/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UGzoaairWb1DUr5_YATnguhVkFTCe8FCCfFZHTBf-IE/edit#gid=1018420543
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gytf7hUnid0NE7rdlvCNDhafnaTLgP8XPpO2XxP_DWQ/edit#


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UGzoaairWb1DUr5_YATnguhVkFTCe8FCCfFZHTBf-IE/edit#gid=1018420543
http://foodshare.com/




https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UGzoaairWb1DUr5_YATnguhVkFTCe8FCCfFZHTBf-IE/edit#gid=1018420543
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